HOME    LIFE    AT    SAVES    COURT
essentials of taste and belief. The completeness of
such a companionship will not be proclaimed by
either party. The opinion of it which the outside
world may hold or withhold is a matter of little
consequence to either of them. Such partnership Is
not sufficiently common for its existence to be passed
unnoticed to-day or even in days gone by.
But to return to the earlier years. Having been
married in June., 1647, Mary did not come over to
join her husband till June, 1652. In the interval she
sent him her portrait, painted by Bourdon. The
ship on which the package was carried was taken
by pirates. But curiously enough Evelyn recovered
It when he found later that the Count dsE$tradcs
had the picture in his possession, and was ready to
hand it over without any charge. The journey
to England of Lady Browne and her daughter had
been delayed owing to the fact that Paris was
for some time besieged by the Prince de Gondc's
army; and even in crossing the Channel there was a
danger of being captured by the Dutch fleet. How-
ever, on June nth John was playing bowls on the
Green at Rye when he saw, to his "no small joy/*
coming Into the harbour the vessel which bore his
wife and her mother to England after an absence of
twelve years. He escorted them in a leisurely way
to Tunbridge, "a very sweet place, private and
refreshing/5 where they took the waters. After a few
days he set out for Dcptford alone, with the intention
of preparing Sayes Court for their reception. One
of the preparations was the purchase of his first